
Accountability…May 14, 2021 
 
 
Sensations of life: 
 
**Upcoming: 
     Monday - Track and Field Day - BHS Athletic Complex 
           4th grade AM, 5th grade PM(schedule attached) 
     Friday - Noon dismissal - End of School year 
 
**Please see below from our nurse, Mrs. Jackie Jensen: 
 
6TH GRADE VACCINATION REQUIREMENTS 
South Dakota Department of Health administrative rules require both the Tdap 
(Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis) and MCV4 (Meningococcal ACYW) vaccines for 6th 
grade students. The requirement is a result of legislation passed in 2016 adding 
meningococcal infection to the list of diseases specified in South Dakota Codified Law 
13-28-7.1 for which DOH can require vaccination for school entry in South Dakota. 
 
School entry requirements for South Dakota 6th grade students include: 
· One dose of Tdap vaccine (tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis) 
· One dose of MCV4 vaccine (meningococcal ACYW) 
· The requirements apply only for 6th grade entry and transfer students 6th–12th grade 
· If a child is 10 years old when entering the 6th grade they have 45 days after their 11th 
birthday to be vaccinated 
 
The DOH utilizes the recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices (ACIP) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to 
determine which vaccines are necessary. 
See  https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/easy-to-read/adolescent-easyread.html. 
 
While only Tdap and MCV4 are required for middle school entry, parents are 
encouraged to talk with their provider about immunizing their child with other 
recommended vaccines. Additionally the ACIP also recommends that adolescents 
receive a second dose of MCV4 at age 16. Check this schedule from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention for a complete listing of recommended immunizations. 
 
Contact the South Dakota Department of Health, Immunization Program, at 1-800-592-
1861 (in SD only), or email with your questions. 
 
**Parenting, teaching...it's a crap shoot.  Foundational characteristics of integrity, 
kindness, humility, etc. - we hope to model as they are the real gifts we can pass as 
timeless tools.  A surprise visit of a couple of learners to my office this week was 
another affirmation of the solid and sound gifts our parents and teachers provide.   A 
small scuffle broke out in an overly competitive schoolyard game.  A consequence of 
office time ensued.   When students are relegated to the office, they have school work 



forwarded by teachers and may need their computers.  One of the learners in the office, 
prior to beginning his assignment, decided to send an email home.   He didn't have 
to.  He wasn't asked to do that.   But his conscience led him to write this note, "Dad, I 
got in trouble today for fighting.  I am sorry.  I deserve a 
consequence."  Accountability.  Responsibility.  Integrity.    This learner has a life full of 
worth ahead.  This is an example of our children here. This the positive future.  This is 
Brookings. 
 
Willing and loyal servant to the Camelot and Brookings community  - Kevin 

"Do the right thing, it is the right thing to do." 
 


